
Parables  “Sowing seeds …” 19 Now go in My authority and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 20 And teach them to faithfully follow all that I 
have commanded you. And never forget that I am with you every day, even to the completion of this 
age.”  Matt. 28: 19 - 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Farmer, The Seed, The Soil [the Heart]      

 2 Jesus taught them by telling many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 4 As he scattered it across his field, some of the 
seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on shallow soil with 
underlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plant soon 
wilted under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. 7 Other seed fell among 
thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants, so they produced no grain. 8 Still other 
seeds fell on fertile soil, and they sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and 
even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 9 Then Jesus said, “Anyone with ears to 
hear should listen and understand.” 

 
10 Later, when Jesus was alone with His twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered 
around, they asked Him what the parables meant. 
11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables for 
everything I say to outsiders, 12 so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 

‘When they see what I do, they will learn nothing.  When they hear what I say, they will not 
understand.  Otherwise, they will turn to Me and be forgiven.’ [Isa. 6: 9-10] 

 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 
understand all the other parables? 14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others.  The ‘seed’ 
is God’s word. 
15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message and do not understand it; 
Satan comes at once and takes it away.                                                                                     [HARD HEART] 
16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with 
joy. 17 But since they do not have deep roots, they do not last long. They fall away as soon as they have 
problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word.                                                       [HOLLOW HEART] 
18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the 
message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so 
no fruit is produced.                                                                                                                         [HALF HEART] 
20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word and produced a 
fruit harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted! ”  [WHOLE HEART] 
Mark 4: 2 – 20    
[Matt. 13: 3 – 23; Luke 8: 4 – 15] 
 

 

The farmer sows seeds into four ‘kinds’ of soil.  The soils are 
pictures of four ‘types’ of hearts.   The seeds are God’s Word, 
God’s call to every person. 
Hard hearts: Look at the way Satan works! 
Hollow hearts: Look at the way of the ‘natural’ person!  
Half hearts: Look at the way of the world, crushing & distracting! 
Whole hearts: Look at the prepared and ready heart! 
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The Seed 
God is the ‘Maker of the Seed’.  It is God Who originally provides the Seed to the ‘farmer’. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and Your word  is a light to my path.” Ps. 119: 105 
“It is the same with My word.  I send it out, and My word always produces fruit. 
My word will accomplish all I want it to, and it will prosper everywhere I send it.”  Isa. 55: 11 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.“ Matt. 24: 35 

The Seed is always ‘good’. 
“The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. 
If You only speak a word, my servant will be healed.” Matt. 8: 8 
“Jesus answered Satan, saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word of God.’ ” Luke 4: 4   [Deut. 8: 3] 

The Seed always brings a harvest in ‘good soil’. 
2 God’s chosen delight in the law of the LORD, meditating on His word day and night. 
3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing ‘the right’ fruit each season. 
Their leaves never wither, and they prosper in all they do.” Ps. 1: 2 - 3 

The Seed requires a ‘farmer’ who is willing to ‘sow the Seed’ under every circumstance. 
22 Paul, at Mars Hill in Athens, stood before the council, addressing them as follows: “Men of 
Athens, I notice that you are very religious in every way … 32 When they heard Paul speak about 
the resurrection of the dead, some laughed in contempt, but others said, “We want to hear 
more about this later.”  Acts 17: 22 - 32 

The Seed requires a ‘farmer’ who know that he is responsible for the process of ‘sowing’. 
The Seed requires a ‘farmer’ who know that he is not responsible for the outcome of ‘sowing’. 

“8 Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will 
go for Us?” 
I said, “Here I am. Send me!” Isa. 6: 8 

The Seed requires a ‘farmer’ who fully trusts the Maker of the Seed. 
“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in Me.” John 14: 1 
“For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for 
Christ, as I have been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I 
live or die.” Phil. 1: 20 

The Seed requires a ‘farmer’ who sows seeds liberally, ‘spreading the Seed’ to every corner. 
“19 Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all people to bring 
many to Christ … 22 When I am with those who are weak, I share their weakness, for I want to 
bring the weak to Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything I 
can to save some. 23 I do everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings. .”   
1 Cor. 9: 19 -23 

The Seed requires a ‘farmer’ who is committed to do the work of ‘sowing the Seed’. 
11 This is a trustworthy saying: 

If we die with Him,  we will also live with Him.  12 If we endure hardship,   we will reign with Him. 
If we deny Him,  He will deny us.  13 If we are unfaithful,  He remains faithful, 
 for He cannot deny Who He is.”  2 Tim. 2: 11 – 13 
“So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a 
little while.” 1 Peter 1: 6 

 
 


